MASS SCHEDULE

Weekends
Saturday — 4:00 & 5:30 p.m.
Brazilian Mass— 7:30 p.m.
Sunday — 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am. and 12:00 N
Spanish Mass—5:30 p.m.
Brazilian Mass — 7:30 p.m.

Weekdays
Monday through Saturday - 7:30 a.m.
Monday through Friday -12:10 Noon

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

Saturday - 11:00-11:30 am. & 3:00-3:45 p.m.
And by appointment

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Couples planning to be married must begin to make
arrangements at least 8 months prior to their wedding
date by contacting the Rectory.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Attendance at pre-Baptism class is required before the
Sacrament is celebrated. Classes are held on the second
Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m. in the Rectory. Please
pre-register by calling 743-2707. Baptisms will take
place every Sunday at 1:00 p.m. except the second
Sunday of the month.

Saint Peter Church, Danbury, CT

PASTORAL STAFF —203-743-2707
Rev. Gregg D. Mecca, Pastor
Rev. John Perez, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Paul Merry, Resident
Deacon John Buchholz

BRAZILIAN COMMUNITY
Rev. Msgr. Pedro D. Diniz —203-730-9071

FAX NUMBERS
Rectory: 794-1928
Rel. Ed. Office: 797-9471
School: 748-5684

EMAIL ADDRESS - office@stpeterdanb.org
WEBSITE - ww.stpeterdanb.org

PARISH STAFF
Mr. Stephen T. Roberts, Music Minister - 203-792-1751
Dr. Nancy Engel, Children’s Choir - 914-591-7541

SAINT PETER-SACRED HEART SCHOOL OFFICE
Mrs. Mary T. McCormack - 203-748-2895

RELIGIOUSEDUCATION AND FORMATION
Ms. Joanne Durkin, Director of Religious Education
Grades K-9 - 203-743-1048

Chairman of Parish Council — Carmen Vendinha
203-743-1151
Chairman of Finance — Arthur Mannion - 203-778-4618
Prayer Line Coordinator — Peggy Heron — 203-748-5476
Bethel Healthcare E.M . — Betty Cyr — 203-743-7245
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MARCH
8 SAT 4:00 PM 1 Andrew Sullivan
5:30 PM i EvaMannion
7:30 PM  Brazilian Mass
9 SUN 7:30 AM 1 Deolinda Francisco
9:00 AM  Our Parishioners
10:30 AM % Vincent Rao
12200 N T Elizabeth and Thomas Beirne
5:30 PM  Spanish Mass
7:30 PM Brazilian Mass
10 MON 7:30 AM ¥ Soulsin Purgatory
12210 N % Judith and Robert Durkin
11 TUE 7:30 AM 1 Bonifacio Cacho
12:10 N i William Fitzmaurice
12 WED 7:30 AM ¥ Eugene Lupinacci
12:10 N ¢ Katie Halpin-Saunders
13 THU 7:30 AM ¥ Domingos Esteves
12210 N i Welaand George Girardi
14  FRI 7:30 AM ¥ Jack Moriarity
12220 N % JuanaMariano
15 SAT 7:30 AM % Maureen and Bob Mealy
4:00 PM 1 Corrado Scattolini
5:30 PM % Dorothy Sweet
7:30 PM Brazilian Mass
16 SUN 7:30 AM % For Peacein the Nguyen Family
in 2008
9:00 AM ¥ InHonor of St. Joseph
10:30 AM  Our Parishioners
12.00 N 1 Roseand Salvatore Girardi
5:30 PM  Spanish Mass
7:30 PM Brazilian Mass

On the weekend, if theintention of the Massisyours,
please see an usher about bringing up the gifts.

SACRIFICIAL GIVING —March 2, 2008...........c.cuuc.. $10,159
Our Weekly goal:.......cccvvieveeiieieeee e $10,500
Thank you. Father Mecca

Please remember St. Peter Parish when preparing your
will. A legacy to the church eases your tax burden and
helps continue the good works of our parish.

BANNS OF MARRIAGE
Casey Ward and Linda Salamone

KINDLY REMEMBER THE SICK OF THE PARISH
Santa Ayala DianelLopes Mary Ann Lopez
Art Mannion Joan McGarigle Ellen and Ed Minck
Leroy Morgan Jay Murphy Lorenzo Paniagua John Scalzo
Anthony Tartaglia Isabella Valdiviezo Anthony Zarcone

From the
Pastor’s Desk

| have severa topics for this weekend’s bulletin
none of which | can link in some type of order. We'll just jump
right in and talk about them in any order beginning with the Y outh

Group’'s 30 Hour Famine. This Friday and Saturday, more than
thirty young people participated in the event. They began the fast
steeped in the spirit of Lord walking the Stations of the Cross and
celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation. They slept over night
in the parish hall and on Saturday they had a guest priest come to
address them. Later, they went to Palace View apartments to pray
with the seniors and serve them lunch, returning for the 4 o' clock
Mass. Then they broke their fast with dinner downstairs. At the 4
0'clock Mass some of the teens gave testimony after Communion
to describe their experience with the fast. We can be justifiably
proud of these young people, proud of their moral conscience and
their resolve to make a difference through personal commitment
and sacrifice. | commend them and Mrs. Mary Ellen Barlow-
Hansen, their adult advisor, for al they have done. | thank all of
our parishioners who have supported the teens in their drive to
aleviate world hunger by making gifts and pledges and purchasing
baked goods at their bake-off and bake sales.

On Monday we learned of some disturbing news. Fr.
Jonas DeMoraes died in an automobile accident in Brazil on
Sunday. Many of us remember Fr. Jonas who preceded Msgr.
Pedro as priest to the Brazilian community here at St. Peter’'s.
Msgr. Pedro is in Brazil and was with Fr. Jonas on Sunday. He
called to tell members of the community here of Fr. Jonas's death.
Frs. Jonas and Pedro had been together for the celebration of Mass
on Sunday. After the Mass, Fr. Jonas and a deacon got into one
car, Msgr. Pedro another. | don't know the details, but the car in
which Fr. Jonas was riding was struck and he died at the scene.
The deacon who was driving was hospitalized in serious condition.
We are praying for Fr. Jonas’ soul at Mass this weekend. We are
offering Mass for him on the first available Sunday Mass. That
will be the 7:30 Mass on May 4. When Msgr. Pedro returns, 1'll
ask him if the Brazilian community intends to hold a memorial.
I'll let you know what he tells me.

There isto be a Eucharistic Congress in Quebec this June.
I don’'t remember how often Eucharistic Congresses are held. This
is the forty-ninth. They are international gatherings in which
Catholics from around the world gather go bear witness to the
Gospel by sharing prayer, reflection and fraternity. It was Pope
John Paul 1l who chose Quebec as the site four years ago. The
theme for this congress is “The Eucharist, Gift of God for the Life
of the World.” Bishop Lori has asked parishes to begin raising
awareness of the Congress and to announce that he is inviting the
faithful of the diocese to join him on a Eucharistic Family
Vacation and Congress from June 14-23. He has sent the parishes
posters which you can view in the vestibule. Individuals or
families can, of course, make their own arrangements to attend the
Congress, but the diocese is offering a “package deal.” You can
learn more about it from brochures on the table in the vestibule as
well as by going to the diocesan  website
www.bridgeportdiocese.com.

Monday evening we are holding our Lenten penance
service. Wearebeginning at 7 p.m. It will follow the same format
as in Advent. We are making it short and simple—an opening
prayer, reading from scripture, short meditation and the individual

confessons. As we aways do, we encourage you to take
advantage of this evening to receive the Sacrament of

Reconciliation. It is a good thing to do. Our God is a God of
healing, and He wants to extend that healing to us. Certainly our
Gospel readings this Lent from Cycle A very strongly sent this
message—the woman at the well is made new from her experience
with the Lord, the man born blind is healed, and Lazarusis
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resuscitated by our God who is concerned about his people and
compassionate. Our psalm verse this weekend is. “With the Lord
there is mercy and fullness of redemption.” | am writing this
column Thursday afternoon after having proclaimed today’'s
Gospel from St. John's fifth chapter in which we heard our Lord
say, “Do not imagine that | will be your accuser before the Father.”
The Gospel was paired with a reading from the Book of Exodusin
which Moses intercedes for the people after they have fashioned
and worshipped a calf. Because Moses pleaded on behalf of the
people, he was seen throughout Israel’s history as the people's
advocate before God. That is, of course, how we are meant to see
Jesus. Is it Jesus who accuses us of sin, disobedience? No. We
accuse ourselves. Our behaviors and disobedience are our
accusers. Jesus underwent his Passion and death so he could
intercede for us and bring us salvation. Our God is not a God of
condemnation but a God whose whole being is about life. He
invites us to be restored by his merciful love. Experience that
merciful love within the prayerful context of the penitential
service.

Next weekend is Palm Sunday. At our staff meeting this
week we worked out many of the details of Holy Week. One of
those details was a Palm Sunday procession at the 10:30 Mass.
Weather permitting, for those who are interested in participating in
the procession of palms, we will gather on the lawn next to the
church. Palms will be blessed, the Gospel of Jesus' entry into
Jerusalem read, and then we will process into church with our
palm branches and take our places. Rather than enter church when
you arrive for the 10:30 Mass, come around to the side and stand
around the table with palm branches. At all other Masses we will
celebrate “the solemn entrance” with the blessing and Gospel
taking place at the doors of the church. We will make note of the
rest of the many Holy Week eventsin next week’s bulletin.

While there is till room on the page, | want to mention
the progress we are making on our spring fund raiser—the tag sale.
Our parish life committee has met and is working vigorously on
this endeavor. They have come up with a catchy name—The
Clean Sweep Tag Sale—and the date—June 14. A corn broom is
going to be our symbol for thisimportant event to take place in our
parking lot. It is no secret to you that we need to raise funds
outside of the regular offertory even though our offertory has been
very good. We arein a much better position today than we werein
July when we had only $28,000 in the bank. Still, we all
acknowledge that we need to have a cushion for bad times and a
reserve for capital expenditures. The fact is that we never know
when something big and costly may need to be done to one of our
buildings. That’s the reasoning behind the tag sale. Tag sales are
fun and can generate a good deal of revenue that doesn’t come out
of our wallets. Once again, this is how the Clean Sweep Tag Sale
will work. We will sell space for people like ourselves, friends,
neighbors, strangers, to sell their own things and pocket the cash.
We will also have a section for the parish itself to sell things. We
can have a very successful tag sale if we tell our friends and
neighbors about it and encourage them to be a part of a big sale
that will attract a lot of people. Perhaps we want to go in on a
table with friends. Second we can donate items directly to the
parish. We are not ready to accept anything yet, but we need you
to be keeping the tag sale in the back of your mind every time you
see something lying about the house and wonder if you still need
it. Put it aside for the Clean Sweep. Third, we can volunteer to
help. Next month the committee will put more specific

information in the bulletin. My desire here is to keep you thinking
about it.

Lastly, after a lengthy absence due to serious infection
and considerable discomfort in the eye he injured in the fall,
Deacon John is able to return to us. He was just able to return to
work this week. John is not “out of the woods’ yet. He will have
to have another operation—his third—on the eye in the coming
months. We are glad to have him back. Remember to request that
he receives complete healing in your prayers.

Fr. Mecca

In Sympathy

We offer our condolencesto the family of
Rev. Jonas De Moraes
who passed away last week.

***SAINT PETER-SACRED HEART SCHOOL NEWS+**

March is here and with its beauty of spring beginnings we
begin our spring activities here at Saint Peter-Sacred Heart School.
Basketball tournaments are about to begin causing al of usto walk
tall and proud at the magnificent job played by all our teams. Our
Girls Varsity, as of this writing, is undefeated!! Our boys are
strong competitive athletes. Congratulations!!

On a more serious note, the lowa Test of Basic Skills has
begun as of March 3. Testing is each morning. Our Blue Ribbon
Testing is almost completed and IAP conferences will soon be
held.

Our Science Fair was held Friday, March 7" from 12:45-
2:30 PM at the Sacred Heart Campus gym! Science Horizons was
held Saturday and Sunday at New Milford High Schooal.

A special presentation of science projects from our
Grades 4-8 will be held at St. Peter Campus March 13", 6:00-7:30
PM. All are welcome. You will also have the opportunity to see
our newly tiled floor and, yes, two more newly painted classrooms.

Save the date, April 25", 2008! Saint Peter-Sacred Heart
School will hold its first Multi-cultural social evening. Come join
us for dinner, visit booths of many cultural representatives of our
Danbury Community and enjoy the talents of our school children.
More detailsto follow. All are welcome!

Mrs. Mary T. McCormack, Principal

***SAINT PETER RELIGIOUS EDUCATION***

Classesthis Sunday for all grades.

First Communion Workshop--- will be next Saturday, March 15
at 3:30 — 5:30 in the parish hall. This is for al children who are
making their First Holy Communion in May. Parents are welcome
to stay and help. If you can bring a snack for the group please call
the Rel. Ed office at 743-1048.

Lenten Confessionsthis Sunday!---Childrenin grades6 & 7 will
be going to confession this Sunday during classes. The 8" grade
students are expected to attend the Parish Lenten Penance Service
on Monday, March 10" at 7 PM in the church.

First Communion Parents---If you can help us with the Banner
and photographs please call the RE office 743-1048. The next
parent meeting is Sunday, March 30", during classtimein the
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school lunchroom. The topic is: Adult Education on preparing
your child for the reception of the sacrament of First Holy
Communion. Please plan to attend.

Bishop Lori to speak on the Eucharist---This Thursday, March
13" at 10am — 12 noon at St. Edward the Confessor in New
Fairfield, Bishop Lori will give a presentation on the Red
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. All catechists and assistants
and parents are encouraged to attend. Please call the Religious Ed
officeif you need aride.

***PARISH EVENTS**

This Monday, March 10, at 7:00 p.m.
the Parish Penance Service will take place.

NEW Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors--must attend a
training session this Sunday, March 9, at 1:15 p.m. in Church.

Women's Guild---After a two-month hiatus, our Women’s Guild
will meet this Tuesday, March 11, at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish
Hall. Fr. JoeJoaquin will give aLenten Talk. We look forward
to welcoming and meeting all those who signed up at our Parish
Ministry Fair in January. See you Tuesday!

Lenten Reminder---
Stations of the Cross every Friday at 7:00 p.m.
St. Peter-Sacred Heart School will conduct their stations at
1:30 p.m. All are welcome.

Community Concerns Committee---This weekend, March 8
and 9, representatives of our Committee will be collecting your
Spare Change after all the Masses. Y our donations will be shared
by Harmony House and Interfaith Aids Ministry of Danbury.

We are looking for volunteers for the Emergency Overflow
Shelter for the week of March 24 through 30. Please help usto
provide the homeless a night inside during the winter. Please call
Larry Morgan at 744-1082 for more information.

Parish Council will NOT meet in March since it fallsin Holy
Week. The next meeting is Monday, April 21, at 7:30 p.m.

'Save the date---

Saturday, June 14

Clean Sweep Tag Sale
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***OTHER EVENTS***

How to Nurture the Spiritual Growth of Children with Special Needs-
--Come for a Hands-On Evening at St. Theresa Parish School, March
13 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. The goal is to provide parishes with a
welcoming, loving and participative environment for those with specia
needs. Also, there is an intention to support families and educate the
parish community, so that we may recognize the gift of love that those
with specia needs give to the community. For more information or to
RSVP - Michelle Grieco 203-416-1502; mgrieco@diobpt.org or St.
Theresa Religious Ed. Office 203-261-4706.

Faith Matters: Being Catholic in Today's World---All women are
invited to explore deepening their Catholic Faith on Sunday, March 16,
from 11:00 am. to 3:00 p.m. at 345 Belden Hill Road, Wilton, CT.
The presenter is Sister Sharon Kanis, SSND, Professor of Theology,
College of Notre Dame, Baltimore. Find complete details and registration
information at www.SSNDatlanticmidwest.org. Email the registration to:
miannuccillo@amssnd.com or mail to: Sr. Maria lannuccillo, SSND, 345
Belden Hill Road, Wilton, CT.

How our ABA contributions make a differ ence---Gina worked nights at
a Home Depot and Wedey worked days as a private contractor for
Cablevision to save funds to purchase a home. Together they raised their
six children. Just two days before Christmas 2004, their dreams were
shattered. Gina died of a heart attack in her sleep.

Though family members, friends and many others in the area
responded generoudly, Wesley was focused on getting his five daughters
and son fed and off to school every day. The possibility of a new home
seemed far away.

Now, life is looking up for Wesley. This past fall, Bishop Lori blessed
his family's new home. Through a joint project between Catholic
Charities and Habitat for Humanity, there is now space for his large
family and their grandmother. More than 400 volunteers worked on the
renovation, including many students from Sacred Heart University

Wesley is just one example of the impact that your support makes
through the 2008 Living Our Faith Annual Bishop’s Appeal.

Todate: cash and pledges $33,800; parish goal $110,000.

VISOS - COMUNIDADE BRASILEIRA

MISSAS
Todos os sabados as 7:30pm e aos domingos as 7:30pm.

CONVIVIO

A Comunidade Brasileira se reune todos os sabados apds a missa no Centro
Pastoral Brasileiro, 61 Liberty Street, para jantarmos e socializarmos. Venha
participar conosco.

CASAMENTOS

Os Noivos devem procurar 0 Sacerdote na Secretaria Paroquial, a 61 Liberty
Street, 6 méses antes do casamento com certiddes de Batismo e de Crisma. A
data depende da disponibilidade da Igreja.

PASTORAL DO DIZIMO
Recordamos aos irmaos que o DIZIMO é também um Mandamento e tem duas
dimensBes importantes, entre outras. A PRIMEIRA: é ato de amor, fé,
confianca e gratidao para com Deus; A SEGUNDA: é ato de generosidade
para com Deus e para com a comunidade.

GRUPO DE ORACAQ CARISMATICO
Todas as tergas feiras na Igreja & 7:30 p.m. inciando-se com a oragdo do
Terco.

GRUPO DE JOVENS AGAPE
Recordamos a tantos jovens da nossa Comunidade que, todo domingo as 5:30
p.m. acontecem, no Centro Pastoral, as reunides.
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Sat Mar 8
Sun Mar 9

Mon Mar 10
Tue Marll
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Fri Mar 14
Sat Mar 15
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Mon Mar 17
Tue Mar 18
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Fri Mar. 21

Sat Mar. 22

Sun Mar. 23

Mon Mar. 24
Tue Mar 25
Thu Mar 27
Sun Mar 28
Tue Apr.
Thu Apr.
Fri Apr.
Sat Apr.
Sun Apr.
Tue Apr.
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Thu Apr.10
Sun Apr 13
Tue Apr 15

Thu Apr 17

St. Peter Calendar

Community Concer ns Spare Change.

Rel. Ed. Classes. GradesK —8.

Community Concer ns Spare Change.

New Eucharistic Ministersand Lectors Training

1:15 p.m. in Church.

Lenten Penance Service. 7:00 p.m.
Children’s Choir. 6:30 p.m. Music Room.
Women’s Guild. 7:00 p.m. Parish Hall.

Fr. Joe Joaquin will give a Lenten talk.
Parish Choir. 7:30 p.m. Music Room.
Stations of the Cross. 7:00 p.m.

Stations of the Crossin Spanish. 8:00 p.m.
First Communion Workshop. Parish Hall
3:30t0 5:30 p.m.
Palm Sunday.
Rel. Ed. Classes. GradesK —8.
AOH St. Patrick Day Prayer Service. 11:00 am.
Finance Committee Mtg. 7:00 p.m. Rectory.
Children’s Choir. 6:30 p.m. Music Room.
Men’s Society. 7:30 p.m. Parish Hall.
No Bingo.
Parish Choir. 7:30 p.m. Music Room.
Holy Thursday.
Morning Prayer. 8:00 am.
Liturgy of Lord's Supper. 7:30 p.m.
Good Friday.

Morning Prayer. 8:00 a.m.

Stations of the Cross. 12:10 Noon.

Veneration of the Cross. 3:00 p.m.

Spanish Veneration of the Cross. 5:30 p.m.

Brazilian Veneration of the Cross. 8:00 p.m.
Holy Saturday.

Morning Prayer. 8:00 am.

Easter Vigil. 8:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday.

7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am. and 12:00 N Masses.

NO Religious Education Classes.

5:30 p.m. Spanish Community

7:30 p.m. Brazilian Community
No Rel. Ed. Classes
LPi at St. Peter through Friday for Ads.
Children’s Choir. 6:30 p.m. Music Room.
Parish Choir. 7:30 p.m. Music Room.

Rel. Ed. Classes. GradesK —8.

Children’s Choir. 6:30 p.m. Music Room.
Parish Choir. 7:30 p.m. Music Room.
First Friday Adoration. 8:00 am. to 12 noon
Confirmation Workshop. 3:30to 5:30 p.m.
Rel. Ed. Classes. GradesK —8.

Children’s Choir. 6:30 p.m. Music Room.
Women's Guild. 7:00 p.m. Parish Hall.
Parish Chair. 7:30 p.m. Music Room.

Rel. Ed. Classes. GradesK —8.

Children’s Choir. 6:30 p.m. Music Room.
Men’s Society. 7:30 p.m. Parish Hall.
Parish Choir. 7:30 p.m. Music Room.

Informacion Hispanal

Cristian Gonzalez y Veronica Vascones contraeran Matrimonio
€l 19 de Abril del 2008.

Intenciones de las Misas:
Domingo 9 de Marzo: Antonia Leonardo

Grupo de oracion en San Pedro todos los Lunes alas 7:00 pmen la
Iglesia. Todos estan cordialmente invitados. El Sefior Jesus los

esperal

Clases pre-bautismales:

Los interesados en Bautizar a sus hijos deben estar registrados en
la parroquia por 1o menos por tres meses y deben ver a Padre John
Pérez antes de recibir las clases y los padrinos deben ser casados
por la Iglesia Catolica y deben presentar el Certificado del
Matrimonio a Sacerdote. Dios los bendiga a todos. Los bautismos
seran programados solo los Sébados ala 12:00 M

La registracion para € programa de CCD o instruccion
religiosa para la preparacion de los nifios a los Sacramentos: se
estan llevando a cabo en la Escuela de St. Peter a las 10 de la
mafiana.

El programa de RCIA o educacion Religiosa para los adultos:
esto es la preparacion de los adultos para recibir los Sacramentos
de Iniciacion (Bautismo-Primera communion y confirmacion en la
Iglesia Catdlica. Las clases comenzardn en Septiembre en la
parroquia. Las edades desde 13 afios en adelante incluyendo
adultos.

L as per sonas interesadas en anotar lasintenciones delasMisas
Pueden acercarsey solicitarlas en la oficina de la Parroquia de
LunesaViernesde 9:00 a 5:00 delatarde.

Todos estan invitados a celebrar e acto de devociéon del Santo
Via-Crucis todos los Viernes de la Cuaresma a las 8:00 de la
noche en el Templo.

Quienes esten interesados en tomar cursos de Planificacion
Familiar por favor dejar saber al Padre Perez, para mayor
informacion.

Programa de Semana Santa
Viernes 14 de Marzo: 8:00 pm Santo Via-Crucis
Sabado 15 de M ar zo: 8:00 pm Pascua Judia
Domingo 16 de M arzo: 5:30 pm Misa de Ramos
Jueves Santo: 7:00 pm Misa dela Ultima Cena
Viernes Santo: 9:30 am Oracion de la M afiana en el Basement
5:30 pm Santo Via-Crucisen lalglesa
6:30 pm Adoracioén dela Santa Cruz
Sabado Santo: 9:30 am Oracién dela Mafiana en basement
8:00 pm Misadela Vigilia Pascual
Domingo de Resurreccion: 5:30 Misa de Resurreccion

Dioslosbendiga.






