MASS SCHEDULE

Weekends
Saturday — 4:00 & 5:30 p.m.
Brazilian Mass— 7:30 p.m.
Sunday — 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am. and 12:00 N
Spanish Mass—5:30 p.m.
Brazilian Mass — 7:30 p.m.

Weekdays
Monday through Saturday - 7:30 a.m.
Monday through Friday -12:10 Noon

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

Saturday - 11:00-11:30 am. & 3:00-3:45 p.m.
And by appointment

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Couples planning to be married must begin to make
arrangements at least 8 months prior to their wedding
date by contacting the Rectory.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Attendance at pre-Baptism class is required before the
Sacrament is celebrated. Classes are held on the second
Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m. in the Rectory. Please
pre-register by calling 743-2707. Baptisms will take
place every Sunday at 1:00 p.m. except the second
Sunday of the month.

Saint Peter Church, Danbury, CT

PASTORAL STAFF —203-743-2707
Rev. Gregg D. Mecca, Pastor
Rev. John Perez, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Paul Merry, Resident
Deacon John Buchholz

BRAZILIAN COMMUNITY
Rev. Msgr. Pedro D. Diniz —203-730-9071

FAX NUMBERS
Rectory: 794-1928
Rel. Ed. Office: 797-9471
School: 748-5684

EMAIL ADDRESS - office@stpeterdanb.org
WEBSITE - ww.stpeterdanb.org

PARISH STAFF
Mr. Stephen T. Roberts, Music Minister - 203-792-1751
Dr. Nancy Engel, Children’s Choir - 914-591-7541

SAINT PETER-SACRED HEART SCHOOL OFFICE
Mrs. Mary T. McCormack - 203-748-2895

RELIGIOUSEDUCATION AND FORMATION
Ms. Joanne Durkin, Director of Religious Education
Grades K-9 - 203-743-1048

Chairman of Parish Council — Carmen Vendinha
203-743-1151
Chairman of Finance — Arthur Mannion - 203-778-4618
Prayer Line Coordinator — Peggy Heron — 203-748-5476
Bethel Healthcare E.M . — Betty Cyr — 203-743-7245
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3 SAT 4:00 PM 1 John Notaro
5:30 PM ¥ Butch Melody
7:30 PM  Brazilian Mass
4 SUN 7:30 AM 1 Rev. Jonas DeMoraes
9:00 AM 1 MariaRincon
10:30 AM = Specia Intention
12.00 N  Our Parishioners
5:30 PM % Enhonor del Nino Divino,
Spanish Mass
7:30 PM Brazilian Mass
5 MON 7:30 AM  Wardel Chiles
1210 N i MiklosMohacs
6 TUE 7:30 AM i Jennifer Daly
12:10 N Warde Chiles
7 WED 7:30 AM  TheWikander Family
12:10 N Warde Chiles
8 THU 7:30 AM ¥ Francesand Clarence Ruppert
and Clarence, Jr.
1210 N % Rosemary Murphy
9 FRI 7:30 AM ¥ Soulsin Purgatory
1210 N i Mary and J. Edward McKeever
10 SAT 7:30 AM % Michele DiBuono
4:00 PM  Our Parishioners
5:30 PM 1 Susette Talarico
7:30 PM  Brazilian Mass
11 SUN 7:30 AM ¥ Angeline Barata
9:00 AM 1 Ruth Herrick
10:30 AM ¥ Margaret and Leo McLaughlin
1200 N 1 Mariaand Carmelino Marasco
5:30 PM % Dolores A. Ramirez, Spanish Mass
7:30 PM Brazilian Mass

On the weekend, if theintention of the Massisyours,
please see an usher about bringing up the gifts.

SACRIFICIAL GIVING —April 27, 2008.........cccccrueuruene. $9,313
Our weekly goal:.......cceovveeveiiieiee e $10,500
Thank you. Father Mecca

Please remember St. Peter Parish when preparing your
will. A legacy to the church eases your tax burden and
helps continue the good works of our parish.

WE WELCOME THE NEWLY BAPTIZED
Isaiah Almonte

BANNS OF MARRIAGE
Freddy Jaramillo and Kathleen McCarthy
Kevin Kovac and Doranne Alvarez
Seven Pires and Jessica Groski

KINDLY REMEMBER THE SICK OF THE PARISH
Jane Bedini Diane Lopes
Art Mannion Joan McGarigle Ellen and Ed Minck
Leroy Morgan Lorenzo Paniagua John Scalzo Ella Talarico
Anthony Tartaglia Isabella Valdiviezo Anthony Zarcone

From the
Pastor’s Desk

I’ve been low-key about my approach to the
Annual Bishop’s Appeal. Other than the paragraph that appeared
here two weeks ago, | have not said much. Well, today you are
hearing much more about the Appeal because we have chosen this
week as Living Our Faith Weekend. The Diocese asks the pastors
to select a weekend to speak directly to the congregation about the
Appeal and to request that those in attendance who have not
received Appeal materials at home or have misplaced them to take
and complete an Appeal envelope today. | will aso be asking
those of you who have your letter at home and have not acted on it
to do so now. Here are the latest facts and figures: 227
parishioners, 11.53% or us, have thus far participated in the Appeal
pledging a total of $66,710 toward our goal of $110,000. The
average gift is $294.00. We're up from where we were two weeks
ago. At that time | reported to you that 190 of us had responded,
9% of our parishioners, for atotal of $60,145. Last year the parish
did not meet its goal. 14.9% of us participated then. We are
inching our way up, and | sincerely thank the 37 families who have
propelled us forward by making a pledge these last two weeks.
We dtill have quite a way to go, and go we must. What we don’t
raise from pledges we are obligated to make up from our offertory
income. | believe we can do this if we unite behind it and do our
part. And so, | implore many, many more of you who have been
sitting on the sidelines to jump in with a pledge. We are among
the 34 of the 87 parishes that right now has a participation rate
below 15%. | should think we can not only match last year's
percentage but exceed it. Please be part of the effort. Let us unite
to contribute to the good works of the Church. Let us have pride
in who we are as a parish and accomplish it.

Let's shift from the tempora to the spiritual. It is the
month of May. Without a doubt, May is the most beautiful month
of the year, and so it has long been the time of year when the
Blessed Virgin Mary has been honored. The beauty of the natural
world reminds us of the intrinsic beauty of Mary's life, her
faithfulness to the Covenant, joy in God her Father, and dedication
to Christ her Son as his first disciple. To mark this month we are
this Monday holding a Marian evening hour of prayer. We will
recite the Rosary and Litany to the Blessed Mother and sing the
traditional Marian hymns. In addition, as is the custom of the
parish, we will pray the Rosary before the 12:10 Mass every day
this month.

The next two weekends our parish celebrates First
Communion. You noticed on your way into church this week that
two large banners hang on either side of the door to the main aisle.
On the banners are the pictures and names of our First
Communicants. We ask you to remember these youngsters in your
prayers this weekend. Pray that this first encounter with the Lord
in the Eucharist will be the beginning of a long and intimate
relationship with our Savior, that they will cherish the gift of
Eucharist and always seek to receive Jesus in the Sacrifice of the
Mass. We are having two ceremonies. Next weekend our First
Communion will be celebrated in English. The following weekend
we are having the ceremony in Spanish for the benefit of families
who are not familiar with and cannot participate in the Liturgy in
English.
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On the topic of the spiritual, | want to introduce to you a
parishioner, Yvette Lessard. Yvette came in to meet me some
weeks ago. Yvette formally lived and worked in the Diocese of
Lafayette, Louisiana before moving here. Sheisatrained spiritual
director who has been engaged in spiritual direction and retreat
work for over fifteen years. She has a strong theological and
scriptural background. She has been a Director of Religious
Education, a Pastoral Minister, teacher and Principal and has
presented programs in adult spirituality and given workshops and
conferences on various church topics. | think we are fortunate to
have Yvette as part of our parish family. Yvette and | tossed
around some thoughts of how she could place her talents at the
benefit of the parish. We decided we would start with two
offerings. One is spiritua direction, the other is a morning of
prayer and reflection. | would like to say more about both, but
space istight in this weekend' s bulletin. Therefore, | will return to
Y vette next week and to these two offerings that may be avaluable
vehicle for those of us who would like to become more aware of
God’svoicein our lives and degpen our response to it.

This weekend our Community Concerns Committee is
holding its bake sale for the benefit of the Hanahoe Children’s
Clinic. | don't think any one here needs introduction to the Clinic
or to its founder, Dr. Ann Hines, our parishioner, but just in case,
let me mention the extraordinary work this dedicated, faith-filled
physician has been carrying on in our city. Ann has been treating
children whose families do not have health insurance for over 25
years. One can only imagine the number of children who have
been able to live healthier lives because of the care Ann has given
them and the relief she has provided to anxious parents lacking the
means to go to adoctor’s office. In past years the Committee went
to a no-bake sale, but this year we thought it would be nice to
return to the old-fashioned bake sale concept. If you are shying
away from the sweets and calories, you can still support the Clinic
with a donation as you leave church today.

Lastly, the TAG SALE. It is our intention to inundate
you with the Clean Sweep Tag Sale so that no one can say they
didn't know about it. Beginning this weekend we are adding
pulpit announcements to our publicity campaign. | want to thank
two of our parish council members, Dr. Paulette Pepin, and Dr.
Marita Repole who volunteered to chair the Clean Sweep
Committee. (No one answered my appeal in the bulletin so they
were good enough to say they would do it at the last parish council
meeting.) They will become the principal spoke persons for the
event. Depending on which Mass you attend this weekend you
will hear from one of them, another volunteer or me explain how
you can be involved to make thisa major fund raiser for the parish.

Fr. Mecca

We offer our condolences to the famies of
Ann Roberts and
Elizabeth Roche
who passed away last week.

Pope Benedict’s visit---1 was delighted to hear that | had been
chosen to receive a ticket to the Papal Mass at Yankee Stadium
and anticipated the event with excitement and wonder. What could
one expect from being present at a Mass said by the Pope? | was
worried that maybe my excitement would lead to disappointment
and it would be like attending a regular Mass asis said every day.

I am sure that many of you watched the events preceding the
arrival of the Pope and then the Mass being said by the Pope as

well, | do not need to tell you of its beauty and what an impression
Catholic ritual can impart.

Rather, | would like to share my thoughts and observations. As
Pope Benedict arrived at the stadium it struck me that it was a
welcome fit for a king. His reaction to the crowd was one of
complete humility and love. He wasn’t the least a recipient of all
the fanfare but rather a man happy to be there and feeling
affection and love for those who had come out to see him. He was
devoid of any feelings of his own grandeur but rather made me feel
that he came to see us. That kind of selflessness is true humility
and humbles those who observe it. He was the shepherd and he
loved his flock.

The simplicity of the Mass is true beauty. It was striking that
day. The prayers, the readings, all lead up to the consecration
which is the simplest yet most magnificent act one can think of.
My thoughts that this Mass might be like any other shamed me.
That day it struck me how | can take a Mass for granted.

The responses by those in attendance that day during the Mass
were thunderous. | am not sure you could sense that from the TV
coverage. Usually one can hear their own voice when responding
but that day my voice was drowned out by the crowd. | was
reminded that we are the Body of Christ, a concept that | have to
remind myself of sometimes. | felt the power for good that we can
be when we act as one with Him.  The way the Pope conducted
himself was an example for me as to how all Catholics should
conduct themselves — with humility and love and hope.

| feel truly blessed to have been present that day. Faith, hope
and love to all from the Pope!

Christine Moore

***SAINT PETER-SACRED HEART SCHOOL NEWS***

As the days of this school year begin to come to an end,
we have so many wonderful eventsto remember. Our most recent
events were two of wonderful significance, namely the visitation
of Pope Benedict XVI and our own Multi-Cultural evening. Prior
to these events, we received notice that eight of our Grade 8
students have been admitted to Immaculate High School. We have
rejoiced in the marvelous victory of our girls' varsity basketball
team winning not only the League Championship as undefeated in
14 games then going on to win the League Tournament

The halls of Immaculate High School will soon welcome
Jessica, Jason, Caitlin, Nicole, Nicara, Dennis, Kaci and Juliana.
Immaculate is very fortunate to receive such fine students. Brian
C., Brian G., Angedlito and Bryan M. are off to Henry Abbott
Technical School. Alexis, Jessica, Andre, Mark to Danbury High
and Emily to Bethel High Schoal.

Sad to say, we were on Spring Break when our beloved
Pope Benedict XVI visited our shores but Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. Margaret Dames, had a wonderful seat in Yankee
Stadium as well as Mrs. Sniffin and her family, as did Matthew
Oliveiraand Emily Sousa.

Finally, our Multicultural Event was seen as spectacular!
There must have been 300 people crowded into our gym enjoying
wonderful meals and entertainment.

Registration for 2008-2009 is ongoing. Registration for
our Summer Learning Center is open.

Mrs. Mary T. McCormack, Principal
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***SAINT PETER RELIGIOUS EDUCATION***

May Crowning---Sunday, May 4, will be the Crowning of Mary,
our Blessed Mother. All children are welcome to be in the
procession at the beginning of the 9 o’ clock children’s mass.

First Communion Banner---Please notice the banners in the
vestibule with the photos of our First Communion children. They
will be receiving First Eucharist on Saturdays, May 10" and May
17", We ask the congregation to please pray for al of our First
Communion children. And thank you especially to the mothers
who worked to hard to take the photos and create the lovely
banners. Mrs. Karen Haddad, Mrs. Konnie Davis, and Mrs. Laurie
Hobart.

First Communion Parents---Reminders. First Holy Communion
masses. Sat. May 10" 11 am. Rehearsal is Friday evening, the
night before, May 9" at 6:30 pm in the church. Parents must
attend with their children.

The Spanish massis Sat. May 17", 11 am in the church. Rehearsal
is Thursday evening, May 15" at 6:30 pm in the church. Parents
must attend with their children.

You can till order the video, if you would like to, pick up an order
formin the Rel. Ed office.

Grade One Parents---Following in the tradition of past years, we
are asking al First grade parents to donate baked goods for the
First Communion Receptions on Sat. May 10" and 17".  Sign-up
lists will be in the classroom again this Sunday. Thanks so much
for your help.

Registration---We have sent home registration forms for students
returning to Religious Education in the fall. Please send these back
as soon as possible, so that we will be able to plan classes and
order books for next year.

Text Book Return---Please return all text books to your
classroom teacher on Sunday, May 11". The last day of classesis
Sunday, May 18"

***PARISH EVENT S **

Spring cleaning?
Saturday, June 14
St. Peter Church will hold itsfirst

Clean Sweep Tag Sale
Rent a spacein our highly-visible parking lot.

Spaces: $50 each or 2/$75. (Each space comeswith a table)
Sale hours 8:00 to 2:00;
Set up beginsat 6:30 a.m.
For reservations, call Brenda at 203-790-5818 or email her at
baf71@aol.com. Spaces available on first-come, first-served
basis. Rain date: June28.

Community Concer ns Committee---is sponsoring a Bake Sale to
benefit the Hanahoe Children’s Clinic after al the Masses this
weekend, May 3 and 4.

Mother’'s Day---next Sunday Birthright will be here for their
annual Carnation Drive. Vases will be set up in front of Mary.
You may place flowers there in memory of deceased mothers,
sisters, aunts. The donation is $1.00. Support this worthy cause.

***OTHER EVENTS***

The Danbury Council of Veterans---invites neighbors, friends,
and relatives of deceased veterans, interred within any of
Danbury’s cemeteries, to pick up a free American flag to place at
the grave site. Please have the name and location of the deceased
veteran's grave before picking up the flag. Flagswill be available
after May 5 at Veterans Advisory Office, Mr. Pat Waldron: 203-
797-4620; American Legion/Marine Corpus League, 203-744-
5150; Disabled American Veterans, 203-743-3013; Catholic War
Veterans (CWV), 203-743-9616; Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW), 203-748-9579, and the Wooster and St. Peter Cemeteries.
Danbury’s Memorial Day Parade Monday, May 26, starting at
9:30 a.m. Come join usin honoring those who served our country
preserving the freedom we enjoy today!

St. Mary’s Fun-in-the-Sun Camp, Bethel---July 7 — 11 and July
14 — 18, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Thisis the 10" year of summer
camp for children in Grades K-5 — amusements, water slides, rock
wall, games, T-shirts, prizes, bible and saint stories, arts & crafts,
songs, prayer and much more. Cost is $90 per child per week.
Registration  forms  available on the website at
www.stmarybethel.org. Make checks payable to St. Mary Church.
For more information or questions, call Kate Fitzgerald at 744-
5777.

VISOS- COMUNIDADE BRASILEIRA

MISSAS
Todos os sébados as 7:30pm e aos domingos as 7:30pm.

CONVIVIO

A Comunidade Brasileira se reune todos os sabados apds a missa no
Centro Pastoral Brasileiro, 61 Liberty Street, para jantarmos €
sociaizarmos. Venha participar conosco.

CASAMENTOS

Os Noivos devem procurar 0 Sacerdote na Secretaria Paroquial, a 61
Liberty Street, 6 méses antes do casamento com certiddes de Batismo
e de Crisma. A data depende da disponibilidade da Igreja.

PASTORAL DO DIZIMO
Recordamos aos irméos que o DIZIMO é também um Mandamento e
tem duas dimensdes importantes, entre outras: A PRIMEIRA: é ato
de amor, fé, confianca e gratiddo para com Deus; A SEGUNDA: é
ato de generosidade para com Deus e para com a comunidade.

GRUPO DE ORACAO CARISMATICO
Todas as tergas feiras na Igreja as 7:30 p.m. inciando-se com a oragéo
do Terco.

GRUPO DE JOVENS AGAPE
Recordamos a tantos jovens da nossa Comunidade que, todo domingo
as 5:30 p.m. acontecem, no Centro Pastoral, as reunides.
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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

St. Peter Calendar

Sat May 3 ABA In-Pew weekend. All Masses.
Bake Sale to Benefit the Hanahoe Children’s
Clinic. After all Masses.
Sun May 4 ABA In-Pew weekend. All Masses.
May Crowning prior to 9:00 a.m. Mass
Rel. Ed. Classes. GradesK —8.
Bake Sale to Benefit the Hanahoe Children’s
Clinic. After all Masses.
Mon May 5 Marian Devotion. 7:30 p.m.
Tue May 6 Children’s Choir. 6:30 p.m. Music Room.
Thu May 8 Parish Choir. 7:30 p.m. Music Room.
Fri May 9 Rehearsal First Communion. 6:30 p.m. Church
Sat May 10 First Communion. 11:00 am.
Birthright Carnation Sale. All Masses
Sun May 11 Birthright Carnation Sale. All Masses
Rel. Ed. Classes. GradesK —8.
Tue May 13 Children’s Choir. 6:30 p.m. Music Room.
Women’s Guild. 7:00 p.m. Parish Hall.
Thu May 15 Parish Choir. 7:30 p.m. Music Room.
First Communion Rehearsal (Spanish) 6:30 pm
Sat May 17 First Communion (Spanish). 10:00 am.
Confirmation Workshop.
3:30t0 5:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.
Sun May 18 Last Rel. Ed. Classes 2007/2008 year .
Mon May 19 Parish Council. 7:00 p.m. Parish Hall.
Tue May 20 Children’s Choir. 6:30 p.m. Music Room.
Men’s Society. 7:30 p.m. Parish Hall.
Thu May 22 Accepting Donationsfor Tag Sale.
At Rectory from 10 am. to 12 Noon.
Parish Choir. 7:30 p.m. Music Room.
Sat May 24 Accepting Donationsfor Tag Sale.
At Rectory from 12:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Sun May 25 CoffeeHour. Hosts: Youth Group
Following 7:30, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. Masses.
Mon May 26 Memorial Day. Massat 8:00 a.m.
Tue May 27  Children’sChair. 6:30 p.m. Music Room.
Thu May29  Accepting Donationsfor Tag Sale.
At Rectory from 10 am. to 12 Noon.
Parish Choir. 7:30 p.m. Music Room.
Sat May 31 Accepting Donationsfor Tag Sale.

At Rectory from 12:00 to 4:00 p.m.

The month of May is dedicated to Mary, Our Mother.
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In that spirit of devotion, please join us on Monday night,
May 5, at 7:30 p.m. for a Holy Hour in honor of Our Lady.
The hour will feature Marian hymns, recitation of the

Rosary and the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Informacion Hispanal
Intenciones de las Misas:
Domingo 4 de Mayo: Al Divino Nifio por Edy y Nube Alvarez

Grupo de oracion en San Pedro todos los Lunesalas 7:00 pmen la
Iglesia. Todos estan cordialmente invitados. El Sefior Jesus los

esperal

Clases pre-bautismales:

Los interesados en Bautizar a sus hijos deben estar registrados en
la parroquia por 1o menos por tres meses y deben ver a Padre John
Pérez antes de recibir las clases y los padrinos deben ser casados
por la Iglesia Catolica y deben presentar el Certificado del
Matrimonio a Sacerdote. Dios los bendiga a todos. Los bautismos
seran programados solo los Sébados ala 12:00 M

La registracion para € programa de CCD o instruccion
religiosa para la preparacion de los nifios a los Sacramentos: se
estan llevando a cabo en la Escuela de St. Peter a las 10 de la
mafiana.

El programa de RCIA o educacion Religiosa para los adultos:
esto es la preparacion de los adultos para recibir los Sacramentos
de Iniciacion (Bautismo-Primera communion y confirmacion en la
Iglesia Catdlica. Las clases comenzaran en Septiembre en la
parroquia. Las edades desde 13 afios en adelante incluyendo
adultos.

Grupo de Jovenes. La comunidad Hispana de Sanrta Maria esta
invitando a todos los Jovenes a que formen parte de grupo Juvenil
gue se esta llevando a cabo en e Centro Parroquial (Basement de
lalglesia) todos |os Domingos inmediatamente despues de la Misa.
Padres apoyen a sus hijos para que estos aprendan a caminar con el
Sefior.

L as per sonas interesadas en anotar lasintenciones de lasMisas
Pueden acercarsey solicitarlas en la oficina de la Parroquia de
Lunesa Viernesde 9:00 a 5:00 delatarde.

Pentecostes

Esta Semana estamos celebrando la Ascenci’on de nuestro
Sefior Jesucristo a su Padre Celestial. Y € préximo Domingo
Mayo 11 estar emos celebrando Pentecostés. Esto es el envio del
Espiritu Santo a la Iglesa. Jesus pide al Padre enviar al
Par aclito a nosotros. El Espiritu de Dios es nuestro abogado y
vieneallenar lalglesiadela Gloria de Dios.

Jesus es nuestro primer abogado y el Espiritu Santo es nuestro
otro abogado ante €l Padre, pero como Jesus y e Espiritu
Santo son uno con € Padre quiere decir que Dios esta en
plenitude en la Iglesia y en cada uno de nosotros. Por |o tanto
permitamos que Dios viva y actue en nosotros y dejemonos
llenar del Espiritu de Dios para que asi la Iglesia sea mas Santa
y Pura.

Hermanos, que e Espiritu Divino nos llene de sus dones,
especialmente de sus dones de amor, Esperanzay Amor.

Dioslosbendiga.






